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(54) Computer-readable recording medium for recording photograph print ordering information 



(57) In a printing service wherein photograph print 
ordering information is exchanged as an order file in a 
digital format, a change in the content of the service fol- 
lowing diversification of needs for the printing service 
can be dealt with more flexibly. Ordering information is 
recorded as a structured storage file having a hierarchy 
in a recording medium. The structured storage file com- 
prises an orderer stream describing information regard- 



ing an orderer and an order storage describing the 
content of an order. The order storage comprises a link 
information stream describing link information to photo- 
graph image data to be printed and an order content 
stream describing the content of the order regarding the 
photograph image data having been pointed out by the 
link information. 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
5 Field of the Invention 

The present Invention relates to a recording medium exchanged between a customer and a printing service pro- 
vider upon placing an order of photograph print, and more specifically to a data structure of the ordering information to 
be recorded in the recording medium. 

10 

Description of the Related Art 

An order of photograph print has been placed by filling an order sheet with the name and address of an orderer. the 
frame number and the quantity of photographs to be printed, the size of the photograph print, and the like. 
is However, digitization of photographic services has been going on recently, and it is being realized to order photo- 
graph print by bringing in a medium such as an MO disc, a Zip disc, and a CD-R wherein image data having been dig- 
itized by reading a film are recorded. Alternatively, a method has been proposed wherein image data are registered in 
a server computer of a service provider in advance and printing is carried out without exchanging a medium. 

Following the digitization, it has been proposed that ordering information, which used to be provided from a cus- 
20 tomer to a service provider as an order sheet is provided as digital data. 

In the current printing services using image data, an order is placed by filling an order sheet with a file name of 
image data to be printed among image data recorded in a recording medium brought in (or among image data having 
been registered in a server computer). Therefore, as a method to describe ordering information taking the form of digital 
data, a data format has been proposed wherein the content of a conventional order sheet is merely digitized as it is. 
25 More specifically, the size of a field for each kind of information is defined, such as the first 16 bytes of the name of an 
orderer, the following 48 bytes the address, and thereafter, for each order, 1 2 bytes of a file name, 2 bytes of the quan- 
tity, and 2 bytes of the size. 

Following the spread of personal computers and the Internet, a variety of completely new needs have been arising 
regarding photograph printing services. 
30 As one of such needs, it is expected to enrich the kinds of image data to be specified as printing targets. In other 
words, following the proposals of network photograph systems or the like which receive printing orders on the Internet, 
a need of printing a photograph image available on the Internet not a photograph the customer has at hand, emerges 
for example. 

However, since the network photograph systems which have been proposed so far are the systems to order printing 

35 of photographs which printing service providers manage (for example, the photographs which a customer of a printing 
service provider has registered), the case such as the above has not been considered. Therefore, if a customer wishes 
to print a photograph managed (published) on a server computer by a party other than the printing service provider of 
the customer, the customer has to download the image file, store the file in a removable medium and order printing in 
the same manner as for his/her own photographs at hand 

40 Another expectation is to enrich the kinds of image processing to be carried out on image data. In other words, in 
a digital photograph service which is different from the exposure printing, various kinds of image processing can be car- 
ried out on image data. Therefore, it is expected that a customer who used to grumble the bad finish of a photograph 
and have no choice but to give up as a failure in photographing wishes to place a detailed order regarding image 
processing such as red eye correction in order to satisfy with the finish. 

45 The content of the image processing which a service provider can provide as photograph image finishing process- 
ing may vary in accordance with the improvement of technologies. Following this change, it is possible for the data for- 
mat of ordering information to change frequently. Furthermore, if delivery processing of finished print is newly 
automated, the number and the kind of programs which refer to the ordering information for processing will increase. 
On this occasion, the ordering information with the conventional data structure descrfoed above is not preferable. 

so because all programs incorporated in a photograph finishing system need to be modified regarding a field referred 
therein for example, at every time the data structure is changed. 

nation can deal with the new needs described 
above and flexibly cope with the needs which may emerge in the future. 

55 SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is a computer-readable recording medium for recording photograph print ordering informa- 
tion therein, wherein the ordering information is recorded as a structured storage file having a hierarchy structure, the 



2 



NSDOCID: <EP 08S9660A2 1_> 



EP 0 869 660 A2 

structured storage file comprises an orderer stream describing information regarding an orderer and at least one order 
storage describing the content of an order, and the order storage comprises a link information stream describing link 
information to photograph image data to be printed and an order content stream describing the content of the order 
regarding the photograph image data having been pointed out by the link information. 

5 " The "structured storage file having a hierarchy structure" herein referred to is used when different kinds of applica- 
tions handle one file. One structured storage file has a hierarchy structure which is similar to a directory in a conven- 
tional file system, and each component thereof can be handled by different applications. A stream is a component of 
structured storage and a storage stores a stream (equivalent to the function of a conventional directory). Since the 
structured storage is widely known as a technique used in Component Object Model (COM) proposed by the Microsoft 

10 Corp.. its detailed explanation is not provided here. 

The ordering information of the present invention described above has only the name and address as the informa- 
tion regarding an orderer, for example. When the function is extended so that the ordering information includes an E- 
mail address, the photograph finishing system to deal with the ordering information has to be modified only on the pro- 
grams referring to the information regarding an orderer, and does not need to be modified on the other programs such 

15 as programs for image processing, for example. In other words, labor for program modification due to a change in a 
function will be greatly saved. 

Another feature of the present invention is to specify a target of printing by link information, not by the name of a 
file thereof. The link information means, for example, a character string such as "\fujlfilm.co.jp\filename.fpx". This is to 
specify a target of printing in a more general form adaptable to a network, and a conventional file name can be treated 

20 as a kind of link information by including a path name therewith such as "C:\IMAGES\filename.fpx". 

A system of the present invention receives an ordering information of such a data structure and creates photograph 
print. In other words, the system deals with the computer-readable recording medium for recording the ordering infor- 
mation of photograph print, and comprises recording means which stores a digitized photograph as image data, order- 
ing information reading means which reads the ordering information recorded in the recording medium, printing target 

25 searching means which receives from a predetermined object instance recognizing means a pointer for handling the 
photograph image data by providing to the object instance recognizing means the link information included in the order- 
ing information having been read by the ordering information reading means, and print generating means which gener- 
ates the print by referring to the image data by using the pointer obtained by the printing target searching means. 

As in the a conventional system, the "recording means" means a removable medium such as a FD, an MO disc, a 

30 Zip disc, or a hard disc of a computer managed by a DPE or a laboratory. However, a hard disc of a computer owned 
by a DPE other than the one which receives an order is included as the recording means in the present invention. 

Therefore, it is preferable that the "photograph image data" are stored in a standardized format having higher gen- 
erality, rather than in an original format adopted by one company. As such a format, FlashPix Format having been pro- 
posed by several companies headed by the Eastman Kodak Company as a standard format of digital image, or Exrf 

35 format which is an image file format for a digital still camera and proposed by Japan Electronic Industry Development 
Association can be used. 

A great difference between a conventional system and the one according to the present invention lies in the manner 
in which a photograph image file is searched for or identified by the printing target searching means. In other words, in 
a conventional system, it is predetermined where to store a photograph image file, and a printing target searching 

40 means finds a target file by sequentially searching files having been stored in the predetermined storage location. On 
the other hand, the printing target searching means of the present invention provides the link information shown by the 
ordering information to the predetermined object instance recognizing means, and the object instance recognizing 
means searches for a target file and returns to the printing target searching means the pointer of the file having been 
found. In other words, the printing target searching means of the present invention does not need a detailed regulation 

45 on where to store photograph image data and a storage location of photograph image files has a very high degree of 
freedom. 

The object instance recognizing means" is what is called an "OLE moniker" or a "URL moniker" in the OLE tech- 
nology or in the ActiveX technology proposed by the Microsoft Corp. However, the object instance recognizing means 
is not necessarily limited to the above, and may be means which plays the same roll in another object oriented model. 
so The format of the link information is meant to follow a standard class which has been defined regarding the moniker. 

In an object oriented model, the details of an object are generally not seen by a client. A moniker is to carry out for 
a client various kinds of processing which should be carried out to use the object. By using a moniker, a client can use 
a necessary object without performing complex processing by itself. 

Therefore, it is not necessarily needed to use an object through a moniker if the storage locations of objects are 
55 limited (easy to remember where objects have been stored) and an object can be used easily. In other words, in a con- 
ventional photograph finishing system wherein the storage location of photograph image data is limited to a removable 
medium or a hard disc of the system, it is meaningless to use a moniker. 

However, since the printing service which Fuji Photo Film Co. Ltd. is going to provide does not restrict where to 
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store photograph image files, the system needs to search all accessible recording means for target photograph image 
date. The processing therefor, for example, searching for the target file, connecting to a computer wherein the target file 
is stored, or transferring the photograph image data from the computer, can be carried out effectively by using the 
moniker. 

5 In other words, by using the moniker, the printing target searching means can, without thinking of the difference 

between remote files and local files, search for a printing target file easily by the processing the same for both kinds of 
files. Furthermore, the search for a printing target can be carried out by the same processing in both cases where a 
photograph image is stored as an individual file and as data embedded in a file. 

However, the system of the present invention does not exclude the form of photograph image data storage in a fim- 
10 ited location as has been adopted in a conventional system. 

Since the data structure of the ordering information of the present invention is to improve processing effectiveness 
of the photograph finishing system or modification effectiveness upon function extension, it is obviously not preferable 
to force a customer to generate an ordering information taking into the data structure. Therefore, it is preferable that a 
service provider provides its customers with personal computer application software or the like which can easily record 
15 the ordering information in a recording medium. 

A recording medium readable by a computer stores such a software program described above whereby a computer 
executes processing of inputting information regarding an order er of a printing order, inputting fink information to image 
data to be printed, inputting information regarding the content of the printing order, describing the information regarding 
the orderer in an orderer stream, describing the link information in a link information stream, and describing processing 
20 regarding the content of the order in an order content stream. 

According to the computer-readable recording medium for recording the ordering information of photograph print, 
the ordering information is recorded in the form of a structured storage file having a hierarchy in the recording medium. 
Therefore, if details of each stream composing the file are changed, only programs referring to the stream need to be 
modified in the system, and a system which is substantial upon function extension can be realized. 
25 Furthermore, since a printing target is described in the ordering information as the link information rather than by a 
conventional file name thereof, the range of photograph image data which can be specified as a printing target is 
extended. For example, according to this form of specifying a photograph, not only a conventional individual image file 
but also image data embedded in a document file can be specified as a printing target. 

On this occasion, the system of the present invention searches for the image data by using the moniker. Since the 
30 link information specified in the ordering information is used as it is as a parameter to be handed to the moniker and 
used in the search, it is not necessary for the photograph finishing system to have an original file managing function (for 
example, compiling a table relating an image file to its storage location). In other words, labor needed for system main- 
tenance will be greatly reduced. 

Moreover, since an application which can record the ordering information in a medium easily on a personal com- 
35 puter is provided by the recording medium wherein the program of the present invention is recorded, customers can use 
a more improved printing service as easily as they use a conventional service. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

40 Figure 1 is a diagram showing an embodiment of a photograph finishing system of the present invention; 
Figure 2 is a diagram showing an example of an order file structure; and 
Figure 3 is a diagram showing a roll of a moniker. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

45 

Hereinafter, a recording medium for recording an ordering information and a photograph finishing system of the 
present invention will be described with reference to the accompanying drawings. Figure 1 is a diagram showing an 
embodiment of the photograph finishing system of the present invention. The system mainly comprises a server com- 
puter 3 which processes printing orders placed by customers and a photographic printer 4 which generates photograph 
so print in the size and the quantity specified by the orders. 

The server computer 3 is connected to the Internet or the like (network 5), and can exchange upon necessity pho- 

*^~-.-^~-*u rintn ..,uu ,.iu^, <~ — ~ />u _ -»^u «4 M « M 

iVAjiapi i utiayc; uaia imnuuici ocivci uuiiijjuicio ua aiiu uu «iuwi 1 1 tai ia^c (ji iuiuvj' ap 1 • •> > >o^c uaia. 

A customer saves in a medium such as an MO disc or a Zip disc a photograph image 7 to be printed and an order 
file describing the content of an order, and hands in the medium to a DPE. Meanwhile, the server computer 3 receives 
55 the order by reading the order file in the medium and generates a photograph print 8. 

Alternatively, according to the system of the present invention, an order can be placed by providing to a DPE a 
medium wherein only an order file is stored. For example, in the case where a professional photographer has been pub- 
lishing his/her work (photograph image 7c) on the Internet and wishes to generate photograph print 8c using the pho- 
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tograph 7c, he/she can order the printing even when the photograph has been published without involving a printing 
service provider. In other words, in the present system, it is not necessary needed for an orderer of printing to download 
an image file as long as link information to the image file is known. 

It is assumed that printable photograph image data are recorded in the FlashPix format in the present embodiment 

5 " in order to guarantee photograph print quality higher than a certain level. In other words, as a spirit of the invention, the 
format of photograph image data is not specifically restricted. 

Figure 2 shows the structure of an order file used in the present invention. As shown in Figure 2, ordering informa- 
tion of the present invention to be recorded in a recording medium has the form of a structured storage file wherein a 
stream showing an object class identifier (CLSID), property information of an order file, and information regarding an 

10 orderer, as well as a storage storing specific information regarding the order exist under a root storage. The storage 
comprises one order storage for one order, and each order storage comprises an order content stream describing the 
quantity, the size or the like of print, a recipient stream describing information regarding a recipient of the print, and a 
link information stream to image data to be printed, for example. 

The recipient stream is used in the case where extra prints of a photograph are ordered and the prints will be dis- 

15 tributed to the orderer's friends, for example. The order storage may come immediately under the root storage, and the 
number of hierarchy level shown in the example in Figure 2 does not restrict the present invention. 

Hereinafter, the content of each stream will be described in detail. In the present ernbodiment, three kinds of infor- 
mation shown in Table 1 is described as property information of an order file. An order file standard version is version 
management information by which the photograph finishing system tells an order file before and after a change in the 

20 order file structure due to function extension or the like. Date of order file generation is the date on which a customer 
generates the order file. Order file generating software means the kind and the version of personal computer application 
software which the customer uses upon generating the order file. In the following tables, the data type (Type) of each 
kind of information shows the data type defined in the FlashPix standard. 

25 

[Table 1] 



Information Name 


Type 


Notes 


Order File Standard Version 


VT_LPSTR 


Example: v. 1.00 


Date of Order File Generation 


VT_FILETIME 




Order File Generating Software 


VT_LPWSTR 





The orderer stream and the recipient stream describe information regarding an orderer and a recipient respectively, 
35 and, as shown in Table 2 below, both streams have information describing the name and address, the phone number, 
the fax number, the E-mail address or the like for each customer. 



40 



45 
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[Tab!e2] 



[Name Group] 


Information Name 


Type 


Notes 


Last Name 


VT_LPWSTR 


Example: Fuji 


Middle Initial 


VT_LPWSTR 




First Name 


VT_LPWSTR 


Example: Taro 


[Address Group] 


Information Name 


Type 


Notes 


ZIP Code 


VT_LPSTR 


Example: 250-01 


Country 


VT_LPWSTR 


Example: Japan 


State 


VT_LPWSTR 


Example: Kanagawa 


City/Town 


VT_LPWSTR 


Example: Ashtgara -Kami-gun 


Address 


VT_LPWSTR 


Example: 798 Miyadai, Kaisei-Cho 


[Number Group] ] 


Information Name 


Type 


Notes 


Country Code 


VT_LPSTR 


Example: 81 


Area Code 


VT_LPSTR 


Example: 0465 


Phone Number 


VT_LPSTR 


Example: 123-4567 


FAX number 


VT_LPSTR 


Example: 123-4568 


E-mail Address 


VT_LPSTR 


Example: aaa@miya.fujif ilm.co .jp 



As shown in Table 3 below, the order content stream describes information regarding reception of finished print, 
such as whether it will be received over the counter or by delivery, the kind of service, the kind of postcards when print- 
35 ing on postcards is specified as the kind of service, the variety of photographic paper, the size of print, the number of 
print, and the margin width. 

The kind of image processing which is carried out on image data upon printing processing is also described. As the 
kind of image processing, sunset finish for making a print of a sunset look like a beautiful sunset, snow finish for 
expressing a scene of snow, perspective finish processing for emphasizing distance, painting finish for making a print 

40 look magnificent as an oil painting, sharp finish for emphasizing sharpness in the finish, scenery finish for emphasizing 
a scenery, portrait finish for expressing a beautiful complexion, soft finish for expressing softness in the finish, high key 
finish for making a print look to be in a high key, low key finish for making a print look to be in a low key, reversal finish 
for making colors spread well, monochrome finish for finishing a print in monochrome, sepia finish for finishing a print 
in sepia color, gloss finish for expressing gloss or luminosity, and red correction finish for correcting red colors or the like 

45 can be listed. 

On the contrary, some users do not wish a service provider to carry out any correction processing. Therefore, it is 
preferable that no correction, that is, no processing to be carried out, is also included as a choice regarding the finish. 

Furthermore, as for trimming processing, if a detailed specification of the area to be trimmed is left to a service pro- 
vider's discretion and a user only specifies a rough area to be trimmed, such as an area including a figure or two figures 
so at the center of a photograph, this information can be included as a choice of the image processing. Alternatively, a user 
can specify in detail the area to be trimmed by separately including in the stream a field describing the coordinates of 
the area to be trimmed. 

Table 4 below shows the sizes which can be used for a variety of services. 

55 
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[Table 3] 



Information Name 


Type 


Notes 


Delivery and/or Reception method 


VTJJ14 


0: Over the Counter 


Kind of Service 


VTJJ11 


1 : normal Prints 
2: DSC Prints 
3: Postcard Prints 


Specification 


VTJJ11 


Effective Only for Postcard Prints 

1: New Year Greeting Cards, 2: Spring Greeting Cards, 3: Sum- 
mer Greeting Cards, 4: Postal Cards, 5: Other Postcards 


Kind of Photographic Paper 


VTJJ1 1 


0: Standard 


Print Size Name 


VTJJ11 


See Table 4 


Print Size (Width) 


VTJJ12 


See Table 4 


Print Size (Length) 


VTJJ12 


See Table 4 


Quantity 


VTJJ12 


Any number from 1 to 9999 


Have Print Margin? 


VTJJ11 


1 : No Margin 


Print Margin Width (Horizontal) 


VTJJ12 


0 (mm) 


Print Margin Width (Vertical) 


VT_U12 


0 (mm) 


Image processing Specification 


VT_U12 


1: Sunset Finish, 2: Snow Finish, 3: Perspective Finish, 4: Paint- 
ing Finish, 5: Sharp Finish, 6: Scenery Finish, 7: Portrait Finish, 
8: Soft Finish, 9: High Key Finish, 10: Low Key Finish, 1 1 : 
Reversal Finish, 12: Monochrome Finish, 13: Sepia Finish, 14: 
Gloss Finish, 15: Red Eye Correction Finish, 16: No Correction, 
17: Trimming (One Figure), 18: Trimming (Two Figures) 



[Table 4] 





Print Size Name 


Print Size (Width) 


Print Size (Length) 


Normal Printing 


1 : C Size 


89 mm 


127 mm 




2: H Size 


89 mm 


158 mm j 




3: P Size 


.89 mm 


254 mm 




4: A5 Size 


210 mm 


148 mm 




5: A4 Size 


210 mm 


297 mm 


DSC Printing 


1 : DSC Size 


89 mm 


114 mm 


Postcard Printing 


0: No Specification 


102 mm 


146 mm 



The link information stream is described as " \ \ f ujrf ilm.co.jpVf ilename.fpx", for example. 

Hereinafter, the processing which is carried out by the server computer 3 will be described with reference to Figure 
3. Ordering information reading means 9 of the system analyzes an order file 1 read from a recording medium, takes 
55 out link information therefrom and provides the information to printing target searching means 1 1 . The ordering infor- 
mation reading means 9 and the printing target searching means 1 1 are software operating on the server computer 3 
and can be implemented as a part of the photograph finishing system. 

Meanwhile, an OLE/URL moniker 12 is a function of a tool for an object oriented system which has been proposed 
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by the Microsoft Corp. More specifically, the OLE/URL moniker 12 is a set of interfaces for handling a specified object 
while using the fink information. Monikers are known as an OLE technology of the Microsoft Corp. 

The printing target searching means 1 1 uses some interfaces provided as functions of the moniker, and obtains a 
pointer showing a photograph image specified by the link information. Furthermore, the printing target searching means 
5 loads the target photograph image data on a memory of the system by using the pointer having been obtained. 

The loaded photograph image data are then sent to image processing means 10 whereby image processing for 
enhancing photograph print quality is carried out. The ordering information regarding image processing is separately 
sent from the ordering information receiving means 9 to the image processing means 10, and the specified image 
processing based on the information (such as sunset finish or snow finish) is carried out Processing other than the 
10 above, for example, interpolating enlargement processing when the number of pixels in the image data is not sufficient 
to print the image in the specified size, or correction processing for colors or density, is carried out upon necessity. 

The image-processed data are transferred to printing means 4 and photograph print 8 is generated. A digital pho- 
tographic printer which prints digital image data read by a conventional film scanner or the like can be used as the print- 
ing means 4. 

15 According to the photograph finishing system having been described above, a customer can easily place an order 
to print not only image data the customer has at hand but also image data available on a network. A service provider 
does not need to spare his/her time so much on maintenance such as updating a table, and can carry out a series of 
processing from order reception to print generation more smoothly Furthermore, since the workload on system modi- 
fication due to a change in the structure of the order file is not heavy, a new service can be provided to customers more 

20 quickly, which has extremely high effectiveness in actual practice. 

Claims 

1. A computer-readable recording medium for recording photograph print ordering information therein, wherein 

25 

the ordering information is recorded as a structured storage file having a hierarchy structure; 

the structured storage file comprises an orderer stream describing information regarding an orderer and at 

least one order storage describing the content of an order; and 

the order storage comprises a link information stream describing link information to photograph image data to 
30 be printed and an order content stream describing the content of the order regarding the photograph image 

data having been pointed out by the link information. 

2. A system dealing with the computer-readable recording medium for recording photograph print ordering informa- 
tion as claimed in Claim 1, the system comprising: 

35 

recording means which records a digitized photograph as image data; 

ordering information reading means which reads the ordering information recorded in the recording medium; 
printing target searching means which receives from a predetermined object instance generating means a 
pointer for handling the photograph image data by providing the link information included in the ordering infor- 
40 mation having been read by the ordering information reading means to the object instance generating means; 

and 

printing means which generates the print by referring to the image data by using the pointer obtained by the 
printing target searching means. 

45 3. A computer-readable recording medium as claimed in Claim 1 which stores a program whereby a computer exe- 
cutes processing for recording the ordering information, the processing comprising: 

inputting link information to image data to be printed; 
inputting information regarding the content of the order; 
so describing the information regarding the orderer as the orderer stream; 

describing the link information as the link information stream; and 
describing the processing regarding the content of the order as the order content stream. 
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(54) Computer-readable recording medium for recording photograph print ordering information 



(57) In a printing service wherein photograph print 
ordering information is exchanged as an order file in a 
digital format a change in the content of the service fol- 
lowing diversification of needs for the printing service 
can be dealt with more flexibly. Ordering information is 
recorded as a structured storage file having a hierarchy 
in a recording medium. The structured storage file com- 
prises an orderer stream describing information regard- 
ing an orderer and an order storage describing the 
content of an order. The order storage comprises a link 
information stream describing link information to photo- 
graph image data to be printed and an order content 
stream describing the content of the order regarding the 
photograph image data having been pointed out by the 
link information. 
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